Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 15, 2018

Anne Schuchat, MD

Acting Director

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road

Atlanta, Georgia 30329

Dear Dr. Schuchat;

As you are aware, the Illinois Veterans” Home (IVH) Quincy has been dealing with
multiple outbreaks of Legionnaires’ disease over the past three years. To date, more than 60
people have contracted Legionnaires” disease at [VH Quincy and 13 people have died as a result.
Just this week, we learned of three more laboratory-confirmed cases of Legionnaires’ disease
among IVH residents. Since the state of Illinois is apparently unwilling or incapable of solving
this problem, we write today to request that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) take a greater leadership role in helping to address this public health crisis.

Since 2015, the CDC has done an outstanding job providing the state of Illinois with
access to the agency’s invaluable expertise and federal resources. CDC experts have been
deployed to IVH Quincy for on-the-ground consultation and senior CDC officials have testified
at hearings on the outbreaks. Further, the CDC has—on numerous occasions over the past few
years—provided the state with comprehensive recommendations regarding how the legionellosis
epidemic at [IVH Quincy could better be addressed. We believe that, without the CDC’s vital
involvement to date, this crisis would be even worse.

However, despite their assertions otherwise, it has become abundantly clear that Illinois’
current Administration has failed to adequately address this crisis in a timely fashion. As a result,
the lives of veterans living at IVH Quincy—not to mention staff working at the facility and
families visiting the facility—have either been put at risk, or lost. Therefore, we write today to
request the following information as soon as possible:

1) Isit possible for the CDC to take a more active role in the [VH Quincy response, or
would the state of Illinois have to voluntarily request more CDC involvement?

2) Over the years, the CDC has provided the state with numerous recommendations
regarding how to respond to the Legionella bacteria outbreak at IVH Quincy. Has the
state of Illinois implemented all of the CDC’s recommendations? If not, please provide a
list of the CDC recommendations that the state has chosen not to implement to date.

3) Inthe CDC’s expert opinion, what are the most important steps the state should be taking
today to protect residents at IVH Quincy from Legionnaires’ disease?



4) During this most recent 2017-2018 outbreak, has the state of Illinois updated the CDC on
every case of confirmed Legionnaires’ disease at IVH Quincy within 12 hours of
laboratory confirmation?

5) Was the CDC invited by any state of Illinois official to participate in the development or
assessment of the 2016 BRiC proposal for improvements at IVH Quincy commissioned
by the Illinois Capital Development Board (CDB)? Further, was the CDC invited by any
state of Illinois official to participate in the development or assessment of the updated
2018 BRiC proposal for improvements at IVH Quincy commissioned by the CDB?

6) Has the CDC been invited by any state of Illinois official to participate in the Governor’s

Water Management Task Force on IVH Quincy? If so, when did state officials make that
request?

While we can appreciate how busy you must be right now in the midst of this terrible flu
season, we would like to extend an invitation for you to visit IVH Quincy. We are sure the
veterans who live there, and the staff who work there, would welcome the opportunity to sit
down with you to share their experiences.

We would, once again, like to thank you—as well as all of the CDC experts and staff
who have been involved in the IVH Quincy response—for your hard work and dedication to
helping resolve this public health emergency. Thank you for your attention to this matter and

please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or follow-up.

Sincerely,
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Richard J. Durbin mmy Duckwonh
United States Senator nited States Senator



